
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School March 14, 2021

Inquirer’s Journey

Message from Dr. Turner, Principal
Good afternoon families,

I am repeating my important message from last week. As we approach Spring MCA and
ACCESS testing, I am providing you with the Parent/Guardian Guide and Refusal for Student
Participation in Statewide Testing form. Students that are in-person and in the Virtual
Learning School will be required to test unless you fill-out the form.

Information and Form: Opting Out of Standardized Testing
HMONG KAREN SOMALI SPANISH

Another great opportunity for our families to take advantage of is The People’s Fellowship. Learn how to boost income
while being set on a pathway to building wealth. Click on the title for the information flyer. Meeting times for those that are
interested are:

Tuesdays: March 16 and 23 – 10am-11am
Thursdays: March 18 and 25 – 3pm-4pm

Please continue to use Raz-Kids for reading and ST Math skills to continue that learning after school. We want to make
sure our scholars are doing at least 25-30 minutes of reading and math each day.

Thank you for all you do to support your child!

CONTACT
● Office: (651) 325-2400 mays@spps.org
● Attendance: (651) 325-2499

mays.attendance@spps.org
● Family Liaison, Karen Shanahan: (651) 325-2492

karen.shanahan@spps.org
● Technology Services: (651) 603-4348

familysupport@spps.org
● Benjamin E. Mays IB World School Directory

SPRING CONFERENCES
At Benjamin E. Mays IB World School, we know
communication between home and school is important.
Family Conferences are a good time to connect with
your child's teacher. Parents provide key insights on their
child. Teachers can inform parents of progress in the
classroom. Together, parents, teachers, and students
can set goals for success.

Your teacher will contact you with your scheduled
conference time. All conferences will be held on Google
Meet.

Conference Dates:
● Tuesday, March 23, 3:00-6:00 pm
● Thursday, March 25, 3:00-6:00 pm
● Friday, March 26, 8:30 am-2:00 pm

Interpreters will be available in the following languages
during conferences: Amharic, French, Hmong, Karen,
Oromo, Somali, Spanish, Tigrinya,  and Vietnamese

PARENT FEEDBACK
During Spring Conferences, parents will be invited to
give feedback on our IB Programme, SCIP (School
Continuous Improvement Plan) implementation and Title
I Budget.  Mays values family input. In addition to the
feedback opportunity at conferences, look for these
upcoming ways to participate and provide feedback:

● RP Parent Circle Thursday, March 11, 7:00-8:00
(invitation below)

● PTA (Parent Teacher Association) Meeting
Tuesday, April 20, 6:00-7:00pm

● Art Exhibition and Year in Review website
launch Thursday, May 6

● website surveys (posted soon

https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20HMONG.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20KAREN.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SOMALI.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SPANISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10166/TPF%20One%20Pager%202021.pdf
https://www.spps.org/Page/4756


CALENDAR
● NO SCHOOL, PreK ONLY, Thursday, March

25, conferences
● NO SCHOOL Friday, March 26, conferences
● Tuesday, March 23, 3:00-6:00pm –

conferences
● Thursday, March 25, 3:00-6:00pm –

conferences
● Friday, March 26, 8:30am-2:00pm –

conferences
● NO SCHOOL, April 2, Teacher Professional

Development
● NO SCHOOL, April 5-9, Spring Break

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
During March, we will celebrate Women’s History Month
by highlighting individuals in our Morning
Announcements and in our Mays Weekly Highlights.
This week we feature two outstanding women, Mae
Jemison and Sonia Sotomayor.

“Mae C. Jemison is an American astronaut and
physician who, on June 4, 1987, became the first African
American woman to be admitted into NASA’s astronaut
training program. On September 12, 1992, Jemison
finally flew into space with six other astronauts aboard
the Endeavour on mission STS47, becoming the first
African American woman in space. In recognition of her
accomplishments, Jemison has received several awards
and honorary doctorates.”

Read more on Mae Jemison at
https://www.biography.com/astronaut/mae-c-jemison

Sonia Sotomayor is the first Hispanic and the third
woman to serve on the Supreme Court. She was sworn
in August 8, 2009. “Sotomayor is known on the court for
her trust in the judicial process, and her cutthroat attitude
toward ill-prepared attorneys. She is also known for her
kindness toward jurors and the attorneys who work hard
to advocate for their clients. Her fiery attitude and
down-to-earth perspectives will serve the court well for
years to come.”

Read more about Justice Sotomayor at
https://www.oyez.org/justices/sonia_sotomayor
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